PARIS, March 31, 2003  



CENTRAL BANK OF IRELAND

P.O. BOX NO. 559
Dame Street, DUBLIN 2





To the attention of the Coin Department

REF : FORGED IRISH €SETS

Dear Sirs,

We are the publishers of the enclosed book, €1, which deals in all matters related to the €collections. We are sorry we have to send you a French version but no English version exist yet, no irish publisher asked being interested. 

The matter of this letter is to seek your advice on the genuineness of some Irish €sets 2002, our reference €.44 page 74.

We have seen on the market, about ten days ago, Irish €sets 2002 which had a somehow blurred printing and were not exactly identical to the original sets we were used to. The different sets looked as if printed from a scann of a genuine set and THE XXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXX was showing. It came from Italy and met suspicion not only from us but also from several well-establish €dealers. We have bought an example for 120€ to have an evidence and a comparison.

As the current wholesale price of the Irish €sets 2002 is around 150/170€ and the coins inside 3.88€ , we strongly suspect a fraud and a forgery.

Could you please inform us if you have any knowledge of this fraud or if exists two different printing of the genuine Irish €set 2002.

Wainting for you answer, we remain, dear Sirs,

Sincerely Yours








Michel Prieur

Copy to : EUROPEAN COMMISSION  Rue de la Loi 200 B-1049 Brussels Belgium
Attention :  Mr. Johan Verhaeven

